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PUG communications make 
the Church more relevant

Today in the world over, communi-
cations training has become popular.
Just 20 years back some universities
had students doing Doctorates in
communications in faculties like
Literature, Social Science, etc. 

And then some universities started an
MA level course in communications and
later Baccalaureate level courses too. 

Today in many universities faculties
of communications have been establi-
shed. During the last 28 years of the exi-
stence of the Centre for
Interdisciplinary studies in Social
Communication (CICS) here at the
Gregorian University, two attempts
were made to make a faculty of commu-
nications as the number of students stea-
dily increased. 

But both did not succeed as the inter-
disciplinary idea of communications
studies was ground breaking. People
ask me, today with Masters program-
mes in communications established in
most countries, what is the relevance of
the CICS course. The relevance is its
specificity. Being in Rome, in the servi-
ce of the Church, and being part of an
ecclesiastical university that teaches
theology, church history, philosophy,
missiology, canon law etc, the CICS
course is an attempt at making commu-
nications relevant and meaningful to the
Church communications. 

CICS believes strongly that just kno-
wing the language and technique of the
media is not enough, but reaching it to
the various areas in which the Church is
involved, is more crucial. Also the CICS
programme attempts to help the Church
to be relevant in a culture generated by
the media in every part of the world.

Theology of communications, Pastoral
communications, Ethics in the media,
inculturating the Christian message,
Cultural Studies etc become major areas
of study and research in the newly esta-
blished 2 year Masters programme at
CICS.

It is this specific identity of the pro-
gramme that makes bishops, provincials
and superiors opt for the CICS school of
training for the formation of church lea-
ders in communications. Besides, the
CICS communications programme is
also a department in the Faculty of
Social Sciences of the Gregorian where
one can do a BA, Masters and Doctorate
in communications.

By Fr. Jacob
Srampickal, SJ,

In charge of training in
Communications at PUG

From the Director's desk

Fr. Jacob Srampickal, SJ,
In charge of training in 

Communications at PUG

1. Master in Social Communication, 2
year course, with 120 credits (ECTS)

2. Diploma in Social Communication, 1
year course with 60 credits (ECTS)

Degrees recognized by the European
Union

BA of 3 years  in the Faculty of Social
Sciences (indispensable as communications
is a social science)

MASTER (of two years in Pastoral com-
munications (the above 3 years BA is a pre-
requisite)

Doctorate (PhD – 3 years), open to those
who have the above MASTER.

Those keen to do a an interdisciplinary
doctorate in communications with any other
subject (theology, philosophy, spirituality,
missiology etc) must have a Master in that
subject and at least a diploma of one year  in

communications.
It is possible for all to study communi-

cation at CICS:
1. CICS encourages students regularly

enrolled in other faculties to take up the
Diploma (no.2) during the second or third
cycle of their studies.

2. Students coming from other faculties
in the Gregorian can freely attend various
courses in communication without enrol-
ment fees. While other students from other
universities are asked to pay the regular
fees of every course they have chosen.

Online courses
We have started with radio programming

course in Spanish. We hope to develop more
soon. 

For further information visit:
http://www.unigre.it/pug/cics/cics.htm
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One doesn't need to have
modern and sophisticated
gadgets in order to be a good
communicator, His
Excellency Claudio Maria
Celli, President of Pontifical
Council for Social
Communications has said.

Archbishop Celli who led
the students and professors of
the Interdisciplinary Centre
for Social Communications
(CICS) in a Holy Mass to
mark this year's 42nd World
Communication Day at the
Gregorian University said it
was very important for good
communicators to be first of
all, very good listeners. It is
important to listen to the needs
of people of God, since this
enables the communicator to
respond appropriately, he said. 

Archbishop Celli emphasi-
zed the importance of under-
standing the people's culture
since it helps the communica-
tor know the best way of com-
municating to people in that
given culture. 

Being a good communica-

tor, he said, is to
be at the service of
others. This means
being at the servi-
ce of truth, always
searching for it in
order to share it. 

Silence, the
Archbishop said,
is necessary in the
life of a true com-
municator. "No
communication is
possible without
first listening to
the people around
you, and you can
never listen unless
you remain silent
at times," he said. 

He urged all
students to form a
vision of what they
would like to do
for evangelization
in each place they
find themselves. 

The Mass which was cele-
brated on 5th May 2008 at the
University Chapel, was conce-
lebrated by six priests inclu-

ding Rev. Fr. Jacob
Srampickal, the Director of
CICS. He thanked the
Archbishop for coming to
celebrate World
Communications Day with the

students and professors of
CICS. 

By Palamattom Saji and
John Idio

President of Pontifical Council for Social Communications visits communicators at PUG

Good communicators must be
good listeners - Archbishop Celli

His Excellency Claudio Maria Celli, President of Pontifical
Council for Social Communications celebrating Holy Mass to

mark this year's 42nd World Communication Day at the
Gregorian University

Our Professors out on 
an Ecclesial Mission in Holland

P r o f e s s o r s
Sean Patrick
Lovett and
J a c o b
Srampickal tra-
velled to the
C h r i s t i a n

University in Ede, Holland, from 12th
to 16th March to talk to the final year
students and professors on the impor-
tance of ethics in the media. 

The university has about 400 students

doing communications in its 4 year study
programme that  concentrates on helping
the students to work in the media .The
two professors also visited KRO, the
Catholic Media  Network, spent  an after-
noon with the Christian Life Mission,
and were also interviewed by the coun-
try's national catholic weekly.  The theme
of ethics in the media   resounded well
with everyone in the maxim "We should
tell better stories in the media, and tell
them better" at the end of the meeting.

Director of CICS talks about 
Communications and religious pluralism in Asia

Prof. Jacob Srampickal spoke on
"comunicazione e pluralismo religioso
nel contest asiatico" (Communications
and religious pluralism in Asian context)
at a conference organized at the Pontifical
Urbanianum University to inaugurate a

new one year Masters programme in
communications and mission.

Prof. Srampickal also spoke at the
Pontifical Commission for Social
Communication conference on the theme
"formation in media ethics".

Prof. Michele Sorice
presents research
about Mobile
Audiences

P r o f .
Michele Sorice
presented the
second step of
the first Italian
research about
M o b i l e
Audiences. 

He presented
this research in
the frame of
" F i l M o b i l e
Confe rence" ,
where he had been invited as keynote
speaker at the conference in London
(University of Westminster) on 4th and
5th April.
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Priest, university professor, political
scientist, writer and journalist, Rocco
D'Ambrosio, 45 years, is a man com-
mitted to the word of God and to the
words in general. In the name of pro-
claiming the Kingdom of God and for
a society where justice and peace
reigns, this genius of a priest, combi-
nes the priesthood and political jour-
nalism. The author of the book
"Institutions, people and power", (ed.
Rubbettino 2004) has just written
"The power and who holds it" publi-
shed by Edizioni Dehoniane of
Bologna in April. Our correspondent
interviewed him in the campus of the
Gregorian University where he lectu-
res. 

How would you present yourself: as a
priest, university professor, political
scientist and writer? 

In general, I present myself saying that
I am a Catholic priest. Above all, the
important thing is to find a find a common
thread between these activities. In  my
case, it is the desire to proclaim the
Kingdom of God in all circumstances, be
they academic, political or by publishing
a book. I think that this is the reason why
we are. We are sent to proclaim the
Kingdom of God wherever we are.

You have multiple identities, how did
you get to it? 

I was able to do it because my Bishop,
the late Msgr. Mariano Magrassi, asked if
I wanted to specialize. And above all
because he helped me to perfect the little
talents God had given me. With this in
mind he insistently stressed that whether
in studies or in all other activities I had
not to forget that I am a priest. In short,
what I am now is because of the help of a
shepherd.

How did your vocation as a journalist
start? 

I have always liked journalism. As a
young man, I have written articles. I
remember that the first article I wrote was
when I was thirteen. Since then, I have
not stopped writing articles for newspa-

pers. I also did internships in local new-
spapers. Finally, this newspaper "Cercasi
un fine", (seeking an end), was born,
which is not a personal idea but a newspa-
per born of a circle of friends picked up in
my formation to communicate with each
other on issues of political life. Thus, it is
the fruit of the collaboration of several
people.

You are the chief editor "Cercasi un
fine", a magazine of culture and politics.
How do you reconcile the priesthood and
political journalism? 

As I said, I am trying to announce the
Kingdom of God in all circumstances. In
addition, I must say that to reconcile the
two things is not an easy thing because a
priest who talks about politics, who writes
about politics must be cautious not to side
with a party. He must maintain his reflec-
tion on the ethical sphere, that is trying to
support his ethical judgment on political
reality with the social teaching of the
Church. So that he can express himself to
a political party without preconceptions,
but maintaining his independence, other-
wise writing about politics he becomes a
politician and no longer a priest.

What has changed in your vocation

as a priest since you
discovered your voca-
tion as a political jour-
nalist? 

This has changed a
lot my way of seeing
and studying the pro-
blems of people in cer-
tain situations. I under-
stand that often our pro-
clamation of the Gospel
is "above the heads" and
not touching their lives
because we use catego-
ries, images that have
nothing to do with peo-
ple's lives. We are far
from the people.
However this work
helps me to be more
ready in confronting
people, their social and
political situation. I
understand that it is dif-

ficult to live the Gospel in certain circum-
stances, in certain places. What I have to
offer is a, help, a company.

Being fully in the political realm is
not easy for many people of the Church.
How do you live daily the reality of com-
bining politics and Church? 

I live this politics-Church relationship
in this historic moment of Italian politics,
with a lot of sufferings. On the one hand,
on the side of politics, there is often the
willingness to use the Church for purpo-
ses of elections. On the other hand, on the
part of the ecclesial communities, espe-
cially within the hierarchy, sometimes
politics is used to obtain cheap financing.
I believe that our political formation has
been far from the social teachings of the
church, and so I feel by way of formation
I can contribute to politics in Italy. I think
this is true of what  Vatican II teaches,
especially in Gaudium et Spes. In short, I
live this moment with suffering. There is
a great confusion and also a great igno-
rance.

What do you say about the communi-
cation in the Church? 

Interview with Prof. Rocco D'Ambrosio
“Priesthood and journalism combine 
well in proclaiming the Kingdom of God”
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The Chancellor of the
Nairobi based Catholic
University of Eastern Africa
(CUEA), Archbishop Paul
Bakyenga and his team con-
sisting of the CUEA Vice-
Chancellor, Fr. John
Maviiri, the Dean of the
Faculty of Theology, Fr.
Clement Majawa and a lec-
turer, Fr. Giuseppe Ettorri
were guests at CICS to study
our attempt at interdiscipli-
nary attempts in communi-
cation studies. 

They studied with much
interest how Profs. Peter
Henrici and Robert White
developed the concept from
scratch and made the CICS
programme "one of the best

appreciated in the world"
as one of the visitors com-
mented.

The team was brought
in by Sr. Agnes Lucy
Lando who just completed
her Doctorate in commu-
nication studies and will
soon join the same univer-
sity as a lecturer. 

The CUEA has general
communication courses
under the department of
education and also in the
Faculty of Social
Sciences. 

Being a regional uni-
versity of the African
bishops, they have recom-
mended an establishment
of an independent department of communications with a

strong interdisciplinary thrust.
They hope to collaborate with
CICS.

Distinguished Guests 
Chancellor and staff of Catholic 
University of Eastern Africa visit Gregorian

Guests from the Catholic University of Eastern Africa

Interview with Prof. Rocco D'Ambrosio

“Priesthood and journalism combine 
well in proclaiming the Kingdom of God”

In my opinion there is little room for
communication in the Church. It is not the
means of communications which are lac-
king but the spaces where the clergy must
communicate with his bishop and discuss
the problems, where the laity can commu-
nicate with its pastors. The spaces are
now highly official, namely letters, docu-
ments and encyclicals. This is a one-way
communication. Today we are confronted
with a communication problem within the
Church. It is not a question of the means
but of mutual listening. Regarding the
communication of the Church with the
world, I believe that the problem, first of
all, is that of language. We use a deducti-
ve language (from principle to practice),
instead the world uses the inductive lan-
guage, which starts from reality to reach
principles. The philosopher Jean Guitton
asked Paul VI: "His Holiness, what do
you think of our dialogue with the
world?" And he replied: "We must
remember that Catholics go from faith to

reason, but the world does the opposite,
from reason to faith." We have different
routes and therefore different languages.
There is a real problem of communica-
tion.

We received the message of the Holy
Father on the occasion of the World Day
of Peace. What can you say about the
considerations on the communication of
the Church with the world? 

I read the message for the World Day
of Peace, as a call to fundamental values,
but as I've said, the message is not
enough. We must ask ourselves why
many people turn away from the sacred-
ness of life, from the desire for peace. In
communities led by pastors, there is a
need to understand the social teachings
and apply it in concrete situations. I repe-
at: there are too few places for dialogue
and deepening. The message comes in a
diocese, may be the best in the history of
the Church, but where can it be discus-
sed? It receives only a media space in a

newspaper or on TV and ends there!
Where are the places of discussions, of
communication, the public sphere to dia-
logue these matters which is a must in
today's mediated world. The places that
allow people not only talk but to dialogue
and grow together. Is the church capable
of providing these? 

By Paluku Mayani Adélard
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1963 Birth

1987 Ordination 

1992 Beginning to lecture at
the Faculty of Theology, Bari

1999 Beginning to lecture on
Political Philosophy and
Political Ethics at the
Gregorian University, Rome 

KEY INFORMATION 

Continues from Page 5



Gregorian students donate blood to save lives
Students of the Gregorian

University recently turned out in large
numbers to donate blood during a
blood donation day at the University. 

Every year a blood donation camp is
held at the University in collaboration
with AVIS Roma to give the students a
chance of making a donation to save life. 

Mrs. Altinay Pulido, an official of the
Foreign Students' Department at the
Gregorian said blood donation is a noble
deed. It is like donating life to someone
while the donor does not lose anything,
he said 

Mrs. Pulido observed that while the
world is becoming more and more indivi-
dualistic, with people keeping to themsel-

ves, a programme of blood donation like
the one held at the University reminds
one of his/her responsibility towards the
needy brethren in the society. 

Blood donation camp at the Gregorian
is an initiative that has been personally
promoted by the Vice Rector of the
University, Rev. Fr. Francisco Egaña S.J.

Commenting on the recently held
blood donation camp at the Gregorian,
Philomena Nyagilo, a student at CICS
said: "It is a great and noble thing becau-
se students who are mostly young can
donate blood to the needy without their
lives being affected physically."

By Palamattom Saji

CICS hosts first Intercultural 
Course on Radio communication

The first Intercultural Course on
Radio communication organised at the
Gregorian University by CICS was
concluded on 10th May. 

The course was meant for representati-
ves of foreigners  and inter-religious com-
munities in Rome. 

It aimed at creating a system of com-
munication, information and active parti-
cipation of those working with immi-
grants with the Radio Programme "Hola
mi gente-Ciao amici!" which CICS has
been producing since 2004.

The course was conducted by profes-
sors from CICS including Paolo Prato and
Silvonei Protz, and guest professors
Emiliano Ciardulli, Director of Radioweb
192 (www.192.it), Letizia Marin,

Transcultural Psychologist; Sara Ascoli,
Anthropologist specialist in non-verbal
communications and Marisol Flores, a
journalist and head of radio programme
"Hola mi gente-Ciao Amici."

During the four hour intensive and
interactive radio course, it was possible
for the 10 participants to share experien-
ces and problems, needs and solutions in
an intercultural and inter-religious con-
text. The participants were from different
cultural and religious backgrounds, all
united by the same spirit and passion for
communication. 

The course provided an extra opportu-
nity of formation for CICS students. The
final radio programme produced by the
participants during the practical sessions

in the laboratory went on air on Tuesday
13th May on FM93.3. of the Vatican
Radio. 

It is possible to listen to the program-
me online by accessing the website
www.holamigente.org

While awarding certificates to the par-
ticipants, the Director of CICS Fr. Jacob
Srampickal said that radio is a very
important means of communication since
it is the people's mass media, accessible to
all. "Training in radio production is very
important especially for those working
with immigrants," Fr. Srampickal said. 

By Marisol Flores

Former communications
students

Sr. Gemma Shim (2003-06),
Pauline sister form Korea teaches clas-
ses on the documents of the Church on
communications to her Sisters in Korea. 

Fr. Peter Steven  Lopez (2004-07),
is in his Diocese of Banjul, the Gambia,
working as the Communications' Co-
ordinator. He has a weekly programme
on TV and a daily programme in one of
the FM radio stations in the diocese.  He
is also involved in training groups of
youth in the effective use of the Media
for evangelization.
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Hands on video-production course
Students to learn a new way of perceiving reality and communicating through images

Prof. Sean-Patrick Lovett
will hold an intensive video
production course at CICS
from 23rd June to 4th July. 

The "hands-on-full-immer-
sion-holistical-experiential-
video-production-course" is
designed to help students
acquire practical video pro-
duction skills, have a better
understanding of new produc-
tion techniques, and above all,
release the students' creativity.

Apart from lecturing at
CICS, Prof. Lovett is also an
author, television consultant,
and has been the Director of
English Language services at
Vatican Radio for more than
20 years. He is also the
Director of Vatican Radio's
FM Channel One-O-Five
Live, and the station's English
and Italian Language sections.

In 2006, he co-authored and
co-presented the hit television
series "Frankenstein" on
Mediaset's Italia Uno TV
channel. In 1993, Prof. Lovett

co-authored with Mother
Teresa of Calcutta, a best-sel-
ling book: "The Best Gift is
Love: Meditations by Mother
Teresa" (Servant
Publications). 

Some excerpts from an
interview. 

Prof. Lovett, you'll be con-
ducting a two-week intensive
course on video production
from 23rd June to 4th July.
Can you please tell us some-
thing about the course?

The full name of the course
should be: "hands-on-full-
immersion-holistical-expe-
riential-video-production-
course" - that's because the
approach to the course is total-
ly practical. By the end of two
weeks, each participant pre-
sents his or her very own
video production to a group of
invited guests during an enter-
taining "show-and-tell". CICS
and I have been offering this

course for over ten
years now, adapting
ourselves and our
methods to the chan-
ging technologies on
offer. The result is
that the production
standard improves
each year. Many of
our video produc-
tions have ended up
on television or as
useful promotional
materials. 

What will the stu-
dents do during the course?

Participants are introduced
to a new way of  "seeing" the
world around them, a new way
of "perceiving" reality, and of
understanding how to commu-
nicate through images, light,
movement, colour and sound.
They are taken through the
different production phases
and try out various video gen-
res: from interviews to docu-

fiction. More than an acade-
mic course in the traditional
sense of the word, it's an
"experience" which reinforces
interpersonal relationships,
team-building skills, crisis
management techniques and,
above all, releases the creativi-
ty you always knew you had in
you...but didn't know what to
do with!

By Sr. Rosario Gallano

Communicators seek relevance of Popular religion

CICS organised a semi-
nar on the theme "Finding
God in popular culture" on
May 8th at the Gregorian
University. The focus was on
the importance of popular
religion. 

The main speaker Professor
Consuelo Corradi of Lumsa
University looking at the

development of various popu-
lar arts claimed that God has
never been left out of these
although there have been vul-
garizations. Mr. Marco Politi,
a religious journalist of La
Repubblica, Italy's national
newspaper, quoting many
examples, said that God exists
in Italy even outside churches

and religious circles. 
The panellists shared views

on the positive and negative
aspects of popular religion.
While many reject ritualistic
traditional Catholicism, popu-
lar religion holds them on to
their faith in God. The main
problem is that these can mar-
ginalize God and make saints

and sanctuaries God. 
The role of the media in

making popular religion is
immense. As media always
seek novelty, a saint like Padre
Pio provides these and media
plunge on to such persons
making them centres of popu-
lar piety and religion.
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"I never saw my mother
tired of helping others," said
Professor José Silvonei-
Protz, of CICS during a
requiem Mass for his mother
Anna Maria.

About 40 students and pro-
fessors of CICS attended the
Mass which was celebrated by
Fr. Jacob Srampickal, SJ., the
Director of CICS on 14th
May. 

Prof. Silvonei said that his
mother lived her days full of
joy and love as she worked for

the poor community members
in Guarapuava town in Brazil.

She also collaborated with
an association taking care of
poor mothers in the city. "So
many people came to seek her
guidance," he said, adding that
"due to her spiritual commit-
ment, many took into conside-
ration her advices. Her love
for the poor made her dedicate
her life to the service of the
Eucharist. Each week she took
the Holy Communion to the
sick in the hospitals and to the

elderly. She loved to say that
her 'mission' was to take
Christ to the suffering."

Anna Maria died on 30th
March after being hospitalised
for two weeks. 

The entire CICS communi-
ty embraced Prof. Silvonei
who was accompanied to the
Mass by his wife Mrs.
Graziella Al-samarany and
their nine year old daughter
Kathryn.

After the Gospel was read
by Fr. Pierre Massare, a stu-

dent of CICS, Fr. Srampickal
invited all to maintain a minu-
te of silence to pray for Anna
Maria's soul. 

Prof. Silvonei is very grate-
ful to the entire CICS family
for having celebrated the Mass
for the soul of his mother, and
for the love showed to him and
his family. 

"It seems that pain is beara-
ble when shared with others,"
Prof. Silvonei said.

By Sawadogo Arcadius

Communication students debate Pope’s
World Communication Day Document
Pope: Communicators have to search for the Truth and share it with others

Students of CICS recently held a
debate on this year's Pope Benedict's
Message for the 42nd World
Communication Day.

The main aim of the event was to
encourage students to carefully read the
Pope's message titled "The Media: At the
Crossroads between Self-Promotion and
Service. Searching for the Truth in order
to Share it with Others."

Students who were supposed to take
different positions on the document ended
up sharing many important messages con-
tained in the Pope's document. It clearly
emerged that the media are not and should
not be simply considered vehicles for
spreading ideas and events, but must also
become instruments at the service of soli-
darity, justice and peace. 

Because of their educational prospects,
the media, as the Pope said, "have a spe-
cial responsibility for promoting respect
for the family, making clear its expecta-
tions and rights, and presenting all its
beauty."

Another important point that was
underlined repeatedly at the debate was
the fact that the highest vocation of social
communicators is that of seeking and pre-
senting the truth about humanity.
Communicators must therefore avoid pro-
moting economic materialism and ethical
relativism. Instead, they should contribu-
te to making known the truth about huma-

nity, and defending it against those who
tend to deny or destroy it. This truth is no
other than Christ Himself, the truth which
makes us free because only Christ can
fully respond to the insatiable thirst for
life and love that is evident in the human
heart. As the Pope said: "Those who have
encountered him and have enthusiastical-
ly welcomed his message experience the
irrepressible desire to share and commu-
nicate this truth." 

Another salient point that was empha-
sised strongly by the debaters was the

info-ethics that the Pope
mentioned in Chapter
Four of the document.
Pope Benedict observed
that "When communica-
tion loses its ethical
underpinning and eludes
society's control, it ends
up no longer taking into
account the centrality and
inviolable dignity of the
human person. As a result
it risks exercising a nega-
tive influence on people's
consciences and choices
and definitively conditio-
ning their freedom and
their very lives."

Commenting at the end
of the debate, Professor
Miriam Diez Bosch obser-

ved that the Pope did not only talk about
info-ethics in the document. He also tal-
ked about info-aesthetics, meaning that
all communicators have to search for
beauty and goodness in news, look for
ways to make the message of Christ more
beautiful and wonderful, she said.

Director of CICS Fr. Jacob Srampickal
thanked all students for having carefully
read the Pope's document and encouraged
them to continue reflecting on it. 

By John Peter Idio

Pope Benedict XVI

Prayers for the soul of Anna Maria, 
mother of Prof. Silvonei



Léonie Uwanyirigira, a student of Communications 
Practical aspects combined with the 
theoretical approaches make training at PUG unique 

CICS is a place of serious
studies. The programme of
studies is very involving and
gives the students the possibi-
lity of having a global vision
by studying communications
together with other subjects
such as sociology, economy,
philosophy, theology, says
Léonie Uwanyirigira, a stu-
dent from Rwanda.

Léonie likes the environment
at CICS, even though she doe-
sn't manage to find some free
time for herself due to the assi-
gnments, researches and practi-
cal work in the CICS laborato-

ries. 
She is convinced that her

formation at CICS will be of
great help to her in her future
work. "It will be very useful to
me because today's life doesn't
only depend on theories. CICS
provides us the techniques of
using means of communication
to communicate in an effective
way. The practical aspects com-
bined with the theoretical
approaches make training at
CICS unique," Léonie says. 

By Adolph Shayo

Fr. Stefano Cascio is a
new priest of the Diocese of
Rome. This 29 year old stu-
dent of Italian and French
origin studies Canon Law
and Social Communications
at CICS. He tells us why he
made this choice. 

How do you find yourself
at CICS?

I would define CICS as an
international and friendly
environment, a successful
tower of Babel! There is a per-
fect harmony between stu-
dents and professors, what you
hardly experience in other
institutional courses in other
faculties. 

Certainly, just as other
environments, there are pro-
blems such as breakdown in
communication between the
students and the secretariat,
especially for students like me
who come from different
faculties. 

You are a student of Canon

Law and you've chosen to
study communications as
well. Why this choice? 

I would say jokingly that
Law was a very serious sub-
ject for me so I decided to
study communications as well.

That's certainly not the real
reason. I believe all priests
should take some courses in
communications. We are cal-
led to proclaim the Gospel and
today, the way a message is
communicated is very impor-
tant in helping the people

understand it.
We usually hear people

say that the Church doe-
sn't know how to commu-
nicate, but aren't we the
Church? Aren't we suppo-
sed to do our part? 

I see with joy people at
CICS who are making
great efforts to communi-
cate the Christian messa-
ge and this overwhelms
me!

In your view, how do
you think your formation
at CICS will be of help to
your future work?

I think it will help me a
lot in my homilies and in
my personal meetings
with people. Knowing

how to listen to people is
necessary today. There is great
need of being listened to, of
being loved, of listening to
talks about God's love. 

By Stéphane Jourdain

Fr. Stefano Cascio, a student of Communications

“I study communication to 
share the Christian message”

Fr. Stefano Cascio
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Ms. Léonie Uwanyirigira

WHY I STUDY COMMUNICATIONS
AT THE GREGORIAN 
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As an experiment
CICS have been run-
ning online courses
in Spanish especially
for Latin America.  

We started with
radio journalism, as
we felt radio could be
a potent medium in
poorer countries for
evangelization and
sustainable develop-
ment. The enthusiasm

of students encoura-
ged us to try digital
journalism as a new
courses. Requests are
on to start in other
languages like
French, English etc.  

With the support of
the university we also
managed to put up a
small online studio.

Thanksgiving day observed

"Serata di serenità" was an evening
organized by the students  to say "bye-
bye" to the students  who are leaving

after their studies and  thank   all the
professors who taught them. The
highlight of the day were ethnic food

items brought by the students to the
supper .

On line courses

A 22-minutes docu-
mentary on the vision
of communications
training at the
Gregorian was relea-
sed at the "Serata di
Serenità" . 

Directed  by Jacob
Srampickal, camera
and editing by Flavie
Ngah and assisted by a

number of professors,
the video captures the
spirit of the Gregorian
formation in communi-
cation. Though not
done as a publicity, the
film could very well
serve as one, as it is
racy and covers a lot of
ground.   

"All roads lead to.." released

Edited by the students of Communications, Pontifical Gregorian University 


